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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH-

| 'MEET BELFRY, MONTANA

"Go West, young wan go
West! This saying u g y
bave led mwany to travel to
the land where the wing
blows free and the buffalo
roamum. The s e rugged
Ploneers trailed off into
uwany directions, some into
the territory that .w a s
later to become the state
of Montana,

In the year 1884, Red
‘Iodge 2 n 4 vicinity was
Opened to settlement.
Many people realized that
the land in the Clarks
Fork Valley was gocd for
ferming so ‘ma n y home-.
steaded here. Befor e
178.9 2, the; townsite of
Belfry was -part of the
stomping grounds of the
Crow Indian Tribe. ‘

" Belfry---land situate,
lying and .being . in the

county of.Carbon and State

of Montanae and knowvn and
deseribed as The Northeast
quarter of - the Northeast
- ‘quarter of Section Fifteen

in Township Eight South, .
of Range Twenty-Two Bast.

of MiP;M. in Carbon
County, Montena, according
.to the Goverpment Survey
"thereof, a n d - conteining
forty acres of land, wore
or less, as the case may
be, together with all the
singilar t h e tenements,
heriditaments a n d apper-
tenances ‘thereto
belonging or in anywise
appertaining. -

JohmM. Woodecock

received his patent for
this land on January 17, -

1902. S igned by the
President--Th-eodore
Roosevelt; F. Mi.. McKean--
Secretary; and C. H. Brush
~-~Recorder of the Genersl
Land Office.

JMi Woodcoek's
varranty deed to Frank A.
)Hall, President of the
Belfry Towmsite Corpora-
t1ion, Consideration--
$1,600.00 for 40 acres of
land.

Frank A. Hall started
the railrcad, He went
East and succeeded in
getting wmen interested in
a new line., The tracks
were laid in 1905. Cn

- Simpson, Mr. and Mrs,

_Denney.

July &, 1906, t h e first
train came puffing up the
trackse It wasan
excursion- t rain from
Billings, Charlie Burns
was the first fireman and
George Garver, first
engineer. :

Dr. Belfry, of
Mancheste, Pennsylvania,
was a stockholder in the
railroad. No information
hag been found as to why
the town wes named after
him. :

At the death of Mr.

Hall, interest ceased and -

the line surveyed through
the Clarks Fork Valley to
Cooke City was canceled.
A box canyon-at the mouth
of the Clarks Fork of the
Yellowstone River stopped
the survey originally
intended to go through to
serve - the mines of Cooke
City.

When +the railroad ceme
in, Belfry was & field of
wvaving grain. Many people
cleaned shocks of grain
from Woodeock's fields, in
the fall of 1906 to set up
buildings and hom e s.
Charlie Burns built the
first house where Mr. and
Mrs, Haxry Royc e now
resilde, The railroad
Company built three houses
here. Tod ay they are
owned by Ms. Dave
Lee
Jones, and M. and Mrs.
Fred Gruel.

- Frank Stern dug th e

first well on the property
that is now owned by Mrs.
Carter. It supplied the
southside o f town with
water and another pump on

.main-street kept the

north-side of t h e town
with water. (There
is a lcw-spot in front of
the Belfry Bar today where
this pump once stocd.

Charlie Bur t had a
vooden tank on a wagon
which he hauled water in
from the river. On wash-
days the housewives would
put a card in their window
and he would fill their
water barrels.

The townsite of Belfry
vas surveyed July 17, 1905
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and the sidewalks we r e
completed July 1;.1 9 0 6,
probably for the bLth of
July celebration when the
first train would come in,
Mr. Hall, owner of a
grocery store, laid o u t
the towmsite. At t ha t
time Belfry had the
reputation of having the
most feet of sidewalk per
Person than any town in
Montana. .

Coal was discovered in
Bearcreek and Washoe "so
the railroad w a s, bullt
West 10~ provide & means

of shipping the coal out, -

Yellowstone Park Railroad
Company brought the first
load of coal through on
December 5, 1907. It took
One week.-to get a load of
coal. out because of a car
shortage.

In 1906, John O. Highm
organized "t h e Bank of -

Belfry in conjunction with
the Meyer and Chapman Baenk
of Red Lodge. This
establishment was located
in a brown-stone building

constructed in the same

year. -

Mrs. Bolivar built the
Belfry Hotel on the Corner:
facing the Bank.

Frank Stern builta
hall on the north side of
main street for a tavern.
The upstairs was used for
a dance hall and the down-
stairs a saloon. Teday
this is the Legion Hall.

Mr. Gebrge Wentz lives
v“here M. Smith had g
butcher - shop. This place
was 1later Sinnock's
Saddlery. When the rail-
road sterted, Mrs. Iester
built the Yellow Hotel so
the workmen would have a
Place to stay. This was
where Paul Travis now has
the Husky Service Station.
In later years this hotel
v a s destroyed by fire;
Mrs. Charlie Duen was
cleaning clothes in a back
room with gasoline and the
friction caused the fire.

(o te ccntinued)
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. Garage. ‘

«%he. same. year, Mr.
J ack Holland buili the
hardware store between. the
rallroad and across the

" ‘street £r om the Yellow -
. Hotel,

named +the Holland
Lumber and Hardwere Ccmp-

. any°

Mre MeCormick purchased

“two ]_.ots on Main Street in
. 1906 for the consideration
A carpenter, he
.builtar ooming house
- directly e:a & © of Hall's
In . the year 1912, -

of $400,

Mr. and Mrs. .¢ Cormi ¢k
sold ‘their property to Mr,

"and Mrs. We Fo Mgyer for
$l’600)

“the same am ount
Frank A. Hall paid for the
forty acres o £ 1 a nd for
the townsite j u s t seven
years before. Mr, and Mrs.
John Freebury p u rchas ed
this property but sold t o

“._WB. Annie E, D&y‘bon . i n
1920,
was destroyed by fire when
‘Hall's Garage burned in,

This roocming house

During the winter of
1906, dances were held in
the top o £ Davis's Black-
smith Shop, At times when
t h e wind would blow, the
smoke would ccme back. down
the chimney and £ill the
r 0 0 m s0 everyone woul d
have to go home, .

. Frank and Henyy Gold-
smithlater o wned the
Blacksmith Shop. ,
war.r 1 ed Mrs, Wel c h 's
mother and - Jack ‘Weleh' took
it over, It vas.closed in

September o £:1953 a t the

death of Mrs Welch, .. .-

DickHallbuilt
Sinnock's house, . The top
ofitwasDocto r
Chillcot's office and the
basement w a 8 the Belfry
News Office. 'The name of
the only paper ever print-
ed here w a 8 The B e 1fry
News. The following items:
were taken from Volume 1,
Number 2, issue da %t ed
December S5 1907.
Published e v ery Thursday
by The Clark Fork Publish-
ing Company., Jerre C.
Mur phy, President and
Editor.

Terms of subscription
One year, in advance-$2.50
Six months,in advance-l1.25
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" spite of
‘rooms, Vas

- learning,

. Transfer Company,
Henr y -

' Denney..

Single COPIBSmemmmmmans 05
The Belfry Whist Clu b
held o weckl: ncctlng. It
uvas ‘held to bring two new
membeis int ot heclw
Theyvereirs,e . L o
ulllercndlirs.Wm.
Nclson.
Advertisc ments:
I'iontana's Purest = nd Best
Beer, Brewcd byt h e
Carbon B rewing Company;
Sclesia, liontana,

Bavarian Prociss Bra u

‘Bottled Beer,

F'o r Sale: &talc Beer
a'n.d B wm Cigars at t he
Silver Dollar, Ike Brown
Proprictor--fr o m b ery
kiontana,

i1inexr Moore got up a

petn.tion forour first
.school in Belfry.

was bein; held a t Silver-
tid and Golden b u t v ith
enoughsiners ‘the
petn.tion wont v h rough in
much - disaproval
from those districts, In
1907, ‘™he Y ittle r ed
school house", just t wo
the center of
Hrs, Charl ie
Burns and liiss Hann ie
Clark,now Hrs,
R a y telker, werec t "h e
tcachcrs,

Cherlic Burt, owner of
t* h e Belfry L:Lvery and
where
R0’y H-2ll now keeps t he
school ouscs, was the
fir st mnin th:.s ‘boom
towntomr‘xacar. He

drove'i t't o Clark, Wy o=

ming to deliver ¢ he’mails,
Th:.snasoha,jln ood

_weathcr but when + he- road
yas nuddy, he - u.:.ca a’ horse

and buy 7.

Ano‘uher neus iteii: On
Decembert2l, 1907, t h''e
Clarks Fork Canyon Weter
Users h e 1d ‘a necting a ¢
Kose Hall (over Too:_,ood's
Store) at 10:30 A. i, The
président w a s &, S, Hall
and vice president, J. Je
HOllando s '

In the year 1910, the
Presbyterian Church w 2 s
built,

Ir, . and irs. Dick Hall
of Riverside moved t o
Beliry and built 2 store
andpo steofiice, iirs,

Try our

School

"t h e bank-building.
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Dick Hall was the first-
post-mistress, Roy Es.ll's
mother.

Frcm Hall's store, the
post-office was moved into
the Hardware Store, then
later into the back where
it had a separate door,
Mr s . J ack Holland was
post-mistress w ith L ovy
Suk Teasdale a s
assistant.- ILater Mr, and
Mrs.  Anderson had it for
14 years 1 n t he s a me
location,s Frcm the Hard-
ware it was mcved into the
buildingedjoin ing
Toocgood's Store and Mr,
Oscar Henry was in charge,
Later Mrs. Vivian Fenlon
became post-mistress a n d
the post-office was moved
because o £ the high rent.
It is located in a build-
ing b y itself located in

. % he .center of town on the
corner south o £ t h e old

Hall Ga.rage.. At one time

this was a filling station

run by Leo Althoff,
Telephones were early,

'Mr. Jobn Tolman put in the

line to his ranch in 19073,
T h e first office w as.in
t h e back o £ t he Ba nk,
Mrs. Bill Lasater was the
operator, -Frcm there 1 ¢
wasmoved into C o ets
building, the Clarks Fork
Stores Also Jim Rich had
a real estate office here,
Mrs., Ethel Wink was oper=-
ator. When this butlding
was destroyed by fire, the
equirment’ w as moved-into
t b e building where.Grant
Allen now lives, - In later
Years it was moved back to
T he
bank was closed in 1933.

In Belfry's best days,
there was a population of
about 500 people.
- Mr . Melyi.n Violet,
"Little Butch,” h ad his
barber 8 h o p where t he
drugstore is now but later
movedit to its present
location,

T h e re was a Hardware
5 t o re bullt where Mrs,
Milligan's house i s no w
standing. I t wes mov ed
where t h e libraxry is now
located, I ¢t was lat er
destroyed by fire.
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